
Shootin’ the tube: the greatest craze in water recreation, preceding water 
parks (and their sterility, which is not necessarily a bad thing) by many 
years. It was quite illegal as we were trespassing on city property, posted 
as such with a gate strung between two posts snuggled up to the edge of  
the woods and padlocked across the dirt entrance... - page 1

Others have claimed to be first but they’re mistaken. My dog, 
Coco, was the first to shoot the tube, from beginning to end. And she had 
the ripped paw pads to prove it. She followed us to ‘the hole’ one day 
and climbed up the railroad trestle to the other side. She didn’t seem the 
least bit intimidated by the rush of water or the foreboding dark of the 
tube; after I had shot through twice and had climbed back to see her tale  
wagging with excitement, I induced her to get in the water, which she 
promptly did. I tried to hold her above the concrete bottom of the tube, 
unsuccessfully, as we slid through the opening and were propelled to the 
exit. I let her go when we splashed into the pond and she paddled out and 
danced around me, but she wouldn’t climb back to the starting side and I 
didn’t discover why until we were readying to leave. She seemed to be 
limping so I sat down and urged her to come to me. When I looked at the 
bottom of her paws, I was shocked to see that most of the pads on her  
paws were torn away, revealing very tender tissue; they weren’t actively 
bleeding but  I knew they must  hurt.  I  carried her back home and we 
nursed her for about a week until they healed. I never took her through it  
again, though there was never another chance; she never followed us a 
second time. Since I don’t recall anyone describing the same outcome 
when anyone bragged about their dog, I’m sure there was not another 
dog that went first. Most dogs would be able to reach the concrete bot-
tom - Coco, after all, was only about twenty inches tall - and their natural 
inclination would be to stretch to touch the bottom for control. The speed 
of those paws passing over the rough surface of the bottom would easily 
tear the pads of almost any dog that went through. - page 5


